
This week: W8 The Fall of Israel 

Although King Solomon is remembered for his wisdom and 

incredible achievements, he also opened the door – just a little – to 

idolatry, at the end of his reign.  Over time, this small compromise 

causes the people to wander far away from God and to worship the 

false gods of surrounding nations.  Israel’s idolatry leads to a 

devastating  punishment.  

 

Daily Readings 

1 Sin in the spotlight 2 Samuel  11:1 – 12:25 
 How do you react when you become aware of sin in your life?  Has 

anyone ever been a ‘Nathan’ for you? 

2 Wise guy  1 Kings 2,3 
 How would you honestly answer if God said to you, ‘ask for whatever 

you want me to give you’ (3:5)?  Why? 

3 The heart of worship  1 Kings 8:1 – 9:9 
 How would you describe your times of worship recently?  What makes 

your worship come alive? 

4 Showdown 1 Kings 16:29 – 19:18 
 Have you experienced ‘spiritual fireworks’ in your Christian life 

recently?  Have you heard God’s ‘gentle whisper’? 

5 A severe mercy?  2 Kings 25 
 What have you learned from the disasters in your life?  Has God drawn 

you closer to him through them?  In what way?  

Next week: The Passover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favourite Bible verse - Carol O’Bryan / CEO of the Simon Community 
 

‘But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!’   (Amos 5:24 NIV) 

‘An amazingly strong and positive metaphor reflecting the two dimensions of the 

Kingdom.  The Kingdom yet to come and the Kingdom here on earth.  Our calling is to 

practice the presence of the Kingdom here on earth.  What a difference it would make to 

our neighbourhood, town and country if we made it our personal call to address issues of 

justice, or rather injustice.  

I see growing evidence of this happening in Northern Ireland and it seems to be getting 

stronger; moving from a trickle, to a stream, to a river.  While more needs to be done, the 

strength of movement in this passage fills me with hope and expectation for the future’. 

Last week:  W7 The Fall of Israel 
Refresh (A summary of last week’s message): 

• Sometimes God gives us what we crave, even if it isn't the best thing for us.  

• Saul and David's reigns were contrasted by Saul building a monument to himself, while 

David realised that God had made him powerful for the good of the people. 

•  The intention was that Israel would become a worshipping community, a just community 

and a light to all other nations. These are the same intentions for the church now.  

• The vision the people had for a king was far too small - God's intention was always that we 

would have a King - King Jesus.  

• God calls us to invite Jesus (as opposed to our 'strong-willed selves') to reign in our lives.  

Freshen up (Some ideas) 

When it is difficult to get a handle on the meaning of a verse or passage, then compare it 

across several translations.  There are different approaches to translating the bible - word for 

word / meaning for meaning / paraphrase.  

An easy way to do this is: 

Go to the web site  http://www.biblegateway.com/    

and select  ‘Passage Look up’   in the menu at the side, -  fill in the verse reference,    

then in the ‘select versions’ box, hit   ‘Look up passage(s) in multiple versions’   

select the versions you want, and then hit   ‘look up passage’.   

This comparison between the English words and phrases may help you get to the original 

meaning, and bring new insight and application. 

Refreshed?  

Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still 

means, to you:    admin@christchurchbelfast.org  




